


GRADE 5 
RECOMMENDED READING LIST
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The Marblehead elementary reading lists are the collaborative effort of Marblehead Public Schools and The Abbot Public Library. They are designed to encourage Marblehead students to read often and for enjoyment. (Studies show that children who don’t read during the summer can experience a decline in their reading level.) Your support and enthusiasm for reading are key!  Remember that reading aloud and listening to audio books are great ways to enjoy the many wonderful books that are available.

In order to help you choose appropriate books, we have included recommendations that span a wide range of reading levels and genres by a variety of outstanding children’s authors. We have included guided reading levels for your reference but encourage students to read what appeals to them. Feel free to read off of the 4th or 6th grade recommended lists if appropriate.  The point is to keep reading!  





	
	ANGELBERGER, Tom. Horton Halfpott: Or, The Fiendish Mystery of Smugwick Manor; or, The Loosening of M'Lady Luggertuck's Corset
(Mystery, Humor)  S
Tom Angleberger’s farcical middle-grade mystery begins when M’Lady Luggertuck loosens her corset (it has never been loosened before!), thereby setting off a chain of events in which all the strict rules of Smugwick Manor are abandoned. 
	
	BAGGOT, Julianna.  
The Prince of Fenway Park. (Fantasy) P
In the fall of 2004, twelve-year-old Oscar Egg is sent to live with his father in a strange netherworld under Boston's Fenway Park, where he joins beings that are trapped there, waiting for someone to break the eighty-six-year-old curse that has prevented the Boston Red Sox from winning a World Series.

	
	BANKS, Lynn Reid. 
The Indian in the Cupboard (Fantasy)  R
A nine-year-old boy receives a plastic Indian, a cupboard, and a little key for his birthday and finds himself involved in adventure when the Indian comes to life in the cupboard and befriends him.
	
	BARNETT, MAC. 
It happened on a Train (Mystery) R
Seventh-grader Steve Brixton finds himself pulled back into sleuthing when, during a train trip down the California coast, he uncovers a mystery involving a fleet of priceless automobiles, an assassin, and a private rail car.

	
	BIRDSALL, Jeanne. 
The Penderwicks (Realistic Fiction) S
While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dismay of his snobbish mother.
	
	BOSCH, Pseudonymous. 
The Name of This Book is Secret (Series, Mystery, Adventure)  T
Two eleven-year-old misfits try to solve the mystery of a dead magician and stop the evil Dr. L and Ms. Mauvais, who are searching for the secret of immortality.

	
	BURNS, Laurie Griffin. Citizen Scientists: Be a Part of Scientific Discovery from Your Own Backyard
Anyone can get involved in gathering data for ongoing, actual scientific studies such as the Audubon Bird Count and FrogWatch USA. This book, full of engaging photos and useful tips, will show you how.

	
	BUYEA, ROB.  
Because of Mr. Terupt 
(Realistic Fiction)
Seven fifth-graders at Snow Hill School in Connecticut relate how their lives are changed for Show more 
Show less 


	
	CARMAN, Patrick.
Floors (Adventure, Humor, Mystery)
Ten-year-old Leo's future and the fate of the extraordinary Whippet Hotel, where his father is the maintenance man, are at stake when a series of cryptic boxes leads Leo to hidden floors, strange puzzles, and unexpected alliances.

	
	CLEMENTS, Andrew. 
No Talking (Realistic Fiction) R
The noisy fifth grade boys of Laketon Elementary School challenge the equally loud fifth grade girls to a "no talking" contest

	

	CODELL, Esme Raji
Sahara Special (Realistic Fiction) S
Struggling with school and her feelings since her father left, Sahara gets a fresh start with a new and unique teacher who supports her writing talents and the individuality of each of her classmates.
	

	COLFER, Eoin. 
Artemis Fowl (Fantasy, Adventure, Science Fiction, Series) Y
When a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to restore his family fortune by capturing a fairy and demanding a ransom in gold, the fairies fight back with magic, technology, and a particularly nasty troll.

	
	COLLINS, Suzanne. 
Gregor the Overlander (Fantasy, Adventure) V
When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister are pulled into a strange underground world, they trigger an epic battle involving men, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold by ancient prophecy.
	
	CONKLING, Winifred. Sylvia and Aki (Historical Fiction) S
At the start of World War II, Japanese-American third-grader Aki and her family are sent to an internment camp in Poston, Arizona, while Mexican-American third-grader Sylvia's family leases their Orange County, California, farm and begins a fight to stop school segregation.

	

	DEFELICE, Cynthia
(Adventure) S
The Missing Manatee
While coping with his parents' separation, eleven-year-old Skeet spends most of Spring Break in his skiff on a Florida river, where he finds a manatee shot to death and begins looking for the killer
	
	DUPRAU, Jeanne.  
City of Ember (Science Fiction) U
In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions

	
	GEORGE, Jean Craighead.  My Side of the Mountain (Adventure) U
A young boy relates his adventures during the year he spends living alone in the Catskill Mountains including his struggle for survival, his dependence on nature, his animal friends, and his ultimate realization that he needs human companionship.
	
	Gregory, Kristiana.
The secret of Robber's Cave
(Mystery)
"Lost Island was off limits -- until now. Jeff and David are going to the deserted island to search for clues -- and hidden treasure. Town legend tells of a robber and a secret cave, but the brothers have to piece the truth together. With the help of their cousin, Claire, they'll get to the bottom of the mystery, no matter what they have to dig up!"--P. [4] of cover.

	
	GOING, K.L. 
Liberation of Gabriel King (Realistic Fiction) O
In Georgia during the summer of 1976, Gabriel, a white boy who is being bullied, and Frita, an African American girl who is facing prejudice, decide to overcome their many fears together as they enter fifth grade.
	

	GUTMAN, Dan.  
Homework Machine Q
Four fifth-grade students--a geek, a class clown, a teacher's pet, and a slacker--as well as their teacher and mothers, each relate events surrounding a computer programmed to complete homework assignments.

	
	FEINSTEIN, John.  
The Last Shot (Sports) T
After winning a basketball reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and Susan Carol are sent to cover the Final Four tournament, where they discover that a talented player is being blackmailed into throwing the final game.
	
	HADDIX, Margaret Peterson. 
Running out of Time (Series, Science Fiction) R
When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie discovers it is actually a 1996 tourist site under unseen observation by heartless scientists, and it's up to Jessie to escape the village and save the lives of the dying children.

	
	HAHN, Mary Downing.  
The Old Willis Place: A Ghost Story (Horror) T
Tired of the rules that have bound them, twelve-year-old Diana ignores her brother's warnings and befriends the daughter of the new caretaker, setting in motion events that lead to the release of the spirit of an evil, woman who once ruled the old Willis place.
	
	HAHNKE, Julie.  
The Grey Ghost (Historical Fiction, Fantasy)
When Duncan starts murdering his neighbors in 16th-century Scotland, 11-year-old Angus suddenly finds himself the sole survivor of Clan Macnab. Angus must uncover his clan's heritage, reveal ancient secrets, and try to end the bloody rampage. Author is local.


	
	HOLM, Jennifer. 
Turtle in Paradise (Realistic Fiction) S
In 1935, when her mother gets a job housekeeping for a woman who does not like children, eleven-year-old Turtle is sent to stay with relatives she has never met in far away Florida.
	
	HORVATH, Polly.  
The Pepins and their Problems (Humor) U
The reader is invited to help solve the Pepin family's unusual problems, which include having a cow that creates lemonade rather than milk and having to cope with a competitive neighbor.

	
	HUNTER, Erin. 
The Quest Begins (Animal Fiction, Adventure, Series) U
Three young bears of different species--one black, one polar, and one grizzly--travel on a perilous quest to the Northern Lights, escorting a shape-shifting grizzly cub whose destiny will affect them all.
	
	IBBOTSON, Eva. 
One Dog and his Boy (Realistic Fiction) W
When lonely, ten-year-old Hal learns that his wealthy but neglectful parents only rented Fleck, the dog he always wanted, he and new friend Pippa take Fleck and four other dogs from the rental agency on a trek from London to Scotland, where Hal's grandparents live.

	

	JURMAIN, Suzanne Tripp Worst of Friends: Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and the True Story of an American Feud (Nonfiction) Full of both history and humor, this is the story of two of America's most well-known presidents and how they learned to put their political differences aside for the sake of friendship.

	
	JUSTER, Norton. 
The Phantom Tollbooth (Classic, Fantasy) W
A journey through a land where Milo learns the importance of words and numbers provides a cure for his boredom.

	


	LOURIE, Peter.
The Manatee Scientists: Saving Vulnerable Species. 
(NonFiction)
Find out how three scientists are working hard to save manatees: docile, large sea mammals who are eaten in some parts of the world, feared in others, and adored in still others.
	
	KONINGSBURG, E.L.
From the mixed-up files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler
(Classic)
Having run away with her younger brother to live in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, twelve-year-old Claudia strives to keep things in order in their new home and to become a changed person and a heroine to herself.


	
	KORMAN, Gordon 
Swindle (Adventure)  T
After unscrupulous collector S. Wendell Palamino cons him out of a valuable baseball card, sixth-grader Griffin Bing puts together a band of misfits to break into Palomino's heavily guarded store and steal the card back, planning to use the money to finance his father's failing invention, the SmartPick fruit picker.
	
	LIN, Grace. 
Where the Mountains Meet the Moon (Fantasy, Folklore) S
Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish, and then joins a dragon that cannot fly on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing life to Fruitless Mountain and freshness to Jade River.

	
	LORD, Cynthia. 
Rules (Realistic Fiction) R
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship with an young paraplegic.
	
	LUPICA, Mike. 
Two Minute Drill (Sports) S
Brainy Scott, a great kicker who otherwise struggles with football, and star quarterback Chris, who has dyslexia, team up to help each other succeed in both football and school.

	
	MASS, Wendy.  
The Candymakers (Fantasy) S
In the town of Spring Haven, four children have been selected to compete in the national candy making contest of a lifetime. Who will make a candy more delicious than the Oozing Crunchorama or the Neon Yellow Lightning Chew?
	
	MERCADO, Nancy.  
Tripping Over the Lunch Lady: And Other School  Stories (Short Stories)
An anthology of ten humorous short stories about life in school, written by well-known authors of children's books.








	

	MORLEY, Jacqueline
You Wouldn’t Want to be an American Colonist.
(Nonfiction) R
What was it like to be one of the first colonists in Jamestown in the 17th century? This title illustrates the hardships and labor of early settlers in America, depicts their battles with the Algonquians to claim land that was not theirs, and highlights such leaders as Captain John Smith.





	


	MULL, Brendan.
The Candy Shop War (Fantasy)
When fifth-graders Nate, Summer, Trevor, and Pigeon meet the owner of the new candy store in town and are given a magical candy that endows them with super powers, they find that along with its benefits there are also dangerous consequences.

	
	OPPEL, Kenneth. 
Silverwing (Fantasy Series) U
When a newborn bat named Shade but sometimes called "Runt" becomes separated from his colony during migration, he grows in ways that prepare him for even greater journeys.
	
	Peck, Richard
On the Wings of Heros
(Historical Fiction)
A boy in Illinois remembers the homefront years of World War II, especially his two heroes--his brother in the Air Force and his father, who fought in the previous war.

	
	PREUS, Margi. 
Celebritrees (Nonfiction)
The fourteen trees in this book have earned the title “Celebritrees” for their global fame and significance. Both in fact and in legend, these fascinating trees remind us not only how much pleasure trees bring, but what they can tell us about history.
	
	RHODES, Jewell Parker. The Ninth Ward (Realistic Fiction) Q
In New Orleans' Ninth Ward, twelve-year-old Lanesha, who can see spirits, and her adopted grandmother have no choice but to stay and weather the storm as Hurricane Katrina bears down upon them.

	




	SANCHEZ, Anita. 
The Invasion of Sandy Bay (Historical Fiction)
In 1814, as the War of 1812 rages, twelve-year-old Lemuel Brooks tries to save the sleepy fishing village of Sandy Bay, Massachussetts, where he, himself, is an outsider, from bumbling British invaders. Includes historical notes.
	
	SCIESZKA, Jon. Knucklehead: Tall Tales and Almost True Stories of Growing up Scieszka (Memoir)
How did Jon Scieszka get so funny? He grew up as one of six brothers with Catholic school, lots of comic books, lazy summers at the lake with time to kill, babysitting misadventures, TV shows, and jokes told at family dinner.

	
	SCHANZER, Rosalyn. 
John Smith Escapes Again! (Biography)
Long before Harry Houdini thrilled the world with his impossible deeds, America had produced an escape artist whose biography reads like an adventure novel.
	
	SELZNICK, Brian. 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret: A Novel in Words and Pictures (2008, Caldecott Award Winner, Historical Fiction) W
When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls of a Paris train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toyseller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and his biggest secret are jeopardized.

	
	SHIGA, Jason. 
Meanwhile: Pick Any Path. 3,856 Story Possibilities
(Graphic Novel, Adventure)
In this choose-your-own adventure graphic novel, a boy stumbles on the laboratory of a mad scientist who asks him to choose between testing a mind-reading device, a time machine, and a doomsday machine.
	

	SKURZYNSKI, Gloria. 
Buried Alive (Mystery)
While their parents study why wolverines are disappearing from Alaska's Denali National Park, Jack and Ashley are stranded in a remote area with their mysterious new foster brother when a hit man's bullet triggers an avalanche.

	
	SPRATT, R.A.  
The Adventures of Nanny Piggins. (Humor) Y
When Mr. Green, a stingy widower with three children he cannot be bothered with, decides to find a nanny for his children, he winds up hiring a glamorous ex-circus pig who knows nothing about children but a lot about chocolate.
	
	STEPHENS, John.  
The Emerald Atlas (Fantasy, Adventure) 
Kate, Michael, and Emma have passed from one orphanage to another since their parents disappeared, but now they learn that they have special powers


	

	STILES, Martha Bennett
Sailing to Freedom (Historical Fiction)
In the mid-eighteen hundreds, while serving as cook's apprentice on his uncle's schooner with his pet monkey, Allie, twelve-year-old Ray discovers that they are transporting a fugitive slave to the free north.
Set in Newburyport.
	
	TARSHIS, Lauren. 
I survived Hurricane Katrina  (Adventure) S
At first, Katrina doesn't seem to be as bad as predicted. But overnight the levees break, and Barry's world is literally torn apart. He's swept away by the floodwaters, away from his family. Can he survive the storm of the century -- alone?

	



	TURNAGE, Sheila
Three Times Lucky (Mystery)
Washed ashore as a baby in tiny Tupelo Landing, North Carolina, Mo LoBeau, now eleven, and her best friend Dale turn detective when the amnesiac Colonel, owner of a café and co-parent of Mo with his cook, Miss Lana, seems implicated in a murder.
	

	VANDRANNEN.
Secret Identity (Humor,
Shredderman series) S
Fifth-grader Nolan Byrd, tired of being called names by the class bully, has a secret identity--Shredderman!

	
	WILES, Deborah.  
Each Little Bird That Sings (Realistic Fiction) S
Comfort Snowberger is well acquainted with death since her family runs the funeral parlor in their small southern town, but even so the ten-year-old is unprepared for the series of heart-wrenching events that begins on the first day of Easter vacation with the sudden death of her beloved great-uncle Edisto.
	
	WILSON, N.D.  
Leepike Ridge (Adventure)
While his widowed mother continues to search for him, eleven-year-old Tom, presumed dead after drifting away down a river, finds himself trapped in a series of underground caves with another survivor and a dog, and pursued by murderous treasure-hunters.
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